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Ramazan-zdde’nin Tarih-i Nisdnct Pasa Isimli Eseri ve Niishalart Uzerine

RUKIYE OZDEMIR

Abstract: A statesman and a historian, Ramazan-zade Nisdnci Mehmed Pasa had been working as the
secretary of the divan (lit.Imperial Council or Supreme Court), provincial treasurer, head of secretaries, and
ultimately as a niganci (member of the divan responsible for the signatures of the sultan being stamped on the
decrees) Although its exact date is not precisely known, either before or during his divan membership task, he
compiled a summary general history titled with his own name. Térih-i Nisdnct Pasa was comprised of an
introduction, four chapters and an epilogue. The first chapter is the history of the prophets starting from the Prophet
Adam until the Prophet Muhammad. The pieces of information in this chapter, which discusses the history of the
prophets, are in the form of anecdotes. These anecdotes were written after being compiled from the most reliable
narratives. The second chapter is comprised of pieces of information concerning the Prophet Muhammad, Rashidun
Khalifas, and the emperors of the Umayyads, Abbasids, Fatimid Empire, Ayyubids, and Mamelukes. This chapter
was designed in a way to include the genealogical information of the emperors such as date of birth, death, and the
duration of their reigns. Moreover, even with simple sentences, the most notable personalities of each period, their
works, and important aspects were touched on. The third chapter is comprised of the political events starting from the
foundation of the Ottoman State until the murder of Bayezid, the son of Suleiman the Magnificent. The fourth chapter
mentions about Pisdadi, Keyani, Eskani, Sassanids, Greeks, and Romans, which are named as other states. In this
study, a general introduction of Ramazan-zade Nigsanci Mehmed Pasa and his Tarih-i Niganci Paga was given, aiming
to reveal author and the identification of his writing. The basic sources of the research are comprised of manuscripts
provided from the domestic and international collections.

Keywords: Ottoman Historiography, Ramazan-zade, Tarih-i Nisanci Pasa

Oz: Ramazan-zade Nisanct Mehmed Pasa, Osmanli Devleti’nde divan katipligi, defterdarlik, reisiilkiittaplik
ve nihayetinde nisancilik yapmis devlet adami ve tarihgidir. Tarihi kesin olarak bilinmemekle birlikte nisancilik
vazifesi Oncesi veya sirasinda kendi adiyla anilan muhtasar bir umumi tarih telif etmistir. Tarih-i Nisanci Pasa bir
mukaddime, dort boliim ve bir hatimeden olusmaktadir. Birinci boliim Hz. Adem’den Hz. Muhammed’e kadar gelen
peygamberler tarihidir. Peygamberler tarihinin anlatildigi bu boliimdeki bilgiler kissalar seklindedir. Bu kissalar en
cok kabul goren rivayetlerden derlenerek yazilmistir. Ikinci bolim Hz. Muhammed, Dért Halife, Emevi, Abbasi,
Fatimi, Eyyubi ve Memliik devletlerinin hiikiimdarlar bilgisinden olusmaktadir. Bu boéliimde devlet hiikiimdarlar
tamamen secere esasli dogum ve 6liim tarihleri ile toplam saltanat siireleri seklinde diizenlenmistir. Ayrica aralarda
her dénemin en tanmmms sahsiyetlerin eserleri ve dnem arzeden yonleri birer ciimlecik de olsa belirtilmistir. Ugiincii
boliim Osmanli Devleti’nin kurulusundan Kanuni Sultan Siileyman’mn oglu Bayezid’in &ldiiriilmesine kadar siyasi
olaylan teskil etmektedir. Dordiincii boliim ise diger devletler olarak adlandirilan Pigdadi, Keyani, Eskani, Saséni,
Batlamyus, Yunan ve Romalilardan bahsetmektedir. Bu ¢alismada Ramazan-zade Nisdnct Mehmed Pasa ve Tarih-i
Nisanc1 Paga adli eserin genel tanitimi yapilarak miiellif ve eserin kimliginin ortaya g¢ikarilmasi hedeflenmistir.
Arastirmanin temel kaynaklarini yurt disi ve yurt i¢i kiitiiphanelerinden tedarik edilen yazma eserler olusturmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanlh Tarih Yaziciligi, Ramazéan-zade, Tarih-i Nisanci Paga

* This article was derived from the doctoral thesis titled “Critique of Text and Analysis of the Tarih-i Nisanc1 Paga of
Ramazan-zade” conducted in the Atatlirk University, Institute of Turkic Studies, History Department.
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1. Life of Ramazan-zade

Nisdnc1 Mehmed Paga was a statesman and a historian during the reign of the Suleiman
the Magnificent. No information was found concerning the birth date of the author neither in
archives nor in sources.

Although there is no information about the first years of Nisanci Mehmed Pasa, it is
known that he was from Merzifon®. He was the father of Ahmed Efendi, who served as the kadi
of Mecca, Egypt, and Medina. Moreover, he was the grandfather of a 17" century historian,
Mehmed Kudsi, who served as the kadi of Mecca, Medina, Egypt, Thesselonike, Bursa, and
Istanbul, and who was the author of Mir’at-1 K4’inat.?

When he was a student at a madrasah, Ramazan-zade was known with the "Greenish"
nickname.® In order to be differentiated from his colleague and contemporary as well as a
historian and a member of the divan, Celél-zade Mustafa Celebi, he rose to prominence with the
title "Kiiciik Nisanci(lit. The Little Nisdnci)”. * He was called as “Ramazan-zade (lit. The Son of
Ramazan)” because of his father.”

Following his education in the madrasah, the author had respectively served as the
Secretary of Divan (Imparial Council) and the head of the provincial treasurers in 1553 A.D.
(960 Hijri). Ramazan-zade Mehmed Pasa served as the head of secretaries® in 1554 (961 Hijri),
afterwards, he conducted the land registration in the Morea province. Owing to his success in
this task, he was awarded the nisanci position.” It is accepted that his first employment as a
nisdnc1 was 1557-1558 (965 Hijri).? After being dignified as a nisinci, Ramazin-zade was

started to be called as “Paga” and ““Tevki (lit. Stamp of the Sultan on the Decrees)””®.

-

Bursali Mehmed Tahir, Osmanli Miiellifleri, Cilt 111, Meral Yay.,Istanbul 1975, s. 119; Mehmed Cemaleddin, in his
Osmanli Tarih ve Miiverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa, gave the information that he was from Merzifon as follows:
“Abovementioned person had become known in the Merzifon district in Anatolia”. See. Mehmet Arslan, Mehmed
Cemdleddin, Osmanh Tarih ve Miiverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa, Kitabevi Yay., istanbul 2003, p. 42. ; Similarly,
Ahmed Resmi Efendi, in his Halifetii’r-Rlesa presented the same information as such: “ He is known to be from
Merzifon in the Anatolia province”. See. Ahmed Resmi Efendi, Halifetii 'r-Rues4, Istanbul 1269, p. 7.

Orhan Bayrak, Osmanli Tarihi Yazarlar:, Milenyum Yay., Istanbul 2002, 5.296; Abdiilkadir Ozcan, “Mehmed
Gelebi- Ramazan-zade”, Diydnet Islam Ansiklopedisi, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Yay., Istanbul 2003, XXVIII, p.450;
Mehmed Cemaleddin, in his Osmanli Tarih ve Mﬁverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa, the author introduced him as follows:
“Ahmed Efendi, the venerable son of Ramazan-zade Mehmed Efendi who was assigned to divan membership
during the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent and known with his book “Muhtasar Tarih/Summary History”, was
assigned as a kadi in the peripheries in 1555, in Mecca in 1563, and in Egypt in 1566, and in Medina in 1578.
Ahmed Efendi, who was the bright son of Ramazan-zade, wise, scholar, and an intellectual, died while he was the
kadi of Medina in 1578. His grave is in Damascus.” See. M. Arslan, ibid., p. 42.

% A.Ozcan, ibid., p. 449.

4 0.Bayrak, ibid., p. 280.

In the Osmanli Tarih ve Miiverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa of Mehmed Cemaleddin and in the Halifetii 'r-Riiesa of
Ahmed Resmi Efendi, he was mentioned as follows: “He became known with the name Ramazan-zade and he was
highly honored like the sacred Ramadan month. See. M. Arslan, ibid.,. p. 42; See. R. Efendi, ibid., p. 7.

Mehmed Siireyya, Sicil-i Osmani, Volume III, Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay., istanbul 1996, p. 968.

" Bekir Sitk1 Baykal, Pegevi Tarihi Volume 1, Kiiltiir Bakanligi Yay., Ankara 1999, p. 47.

M. Siireyya, ibid., p. 968; in his Osmanli Tarih ve Miiverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefd, Mehmed Cemaleddin wrote as
follows: "He was assigned in 1557 as the divan member who was responsible for putting the sultan's signature on
the decrees decided in the divan of the Ottoman State" See. M.Arslan, ibid., p. 42; And while mentioning about the
names of the divan members of the Suleiman the Magnificent reign in his Nev‘i-zade Atayl Zeyl-i Saka’ik he
introduced Ramazén-zade as such: “Ramazén-zade: in the year 965 (1557 A.D.).” See. Suat Donuk, Haddiku'I-
hakad’ik fi Tekmileti’s-Sakd’ik, Nev ‘i-zdde Atdyinin Sekd’ik Zeyli,Inceleme-Tenkitli Metin, Edt. Derya Ors, Tiirkiye
Yazma Eserler Kurumu Bagkanlig1, Istanbul 2017, Volume I, p. 476; Similarly, the 965 Hijri date was mentioned in
the Halifetii’r-Ruesa of Ahmed Resmi Efendi as follows: “After managing the land registration in Morea province,
he was granted the niganci position in the year 965 (Hijri)”. See. R.Efendi, ibid., p. 7.

A.Ozcan, ibid., p. 450; Ibrahim Pecevi Efendi used the statement “Tevki‘ Ramazan-zade” for Ramazan-zade.
See.ibrahim Pegevi, Pegevi Tarihi, University Of Toronto, Printed Transcript Nr. DR 511 P33 V. 1, p. 2.
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After performing the nisdnci task, Ramazan-zade was assigned as the director of title
deeds, probably as a result of a plot of his rivals. Afterwards, he was assigned as the Arabian-
Persian provincial treasurer in Aleppo, and subsequently he was assigned as a sanjak seigniorate
(governor of several cities) in Egypt.'

Since the nisanci position was vacant when Nisanct Mehmed Pasa was being assigned to
Egypt, Suleiman the Magnificent ordered Ramazéan-zade to come from Egypt for this position.
However, Ristem Pasha, the grand vizier who was an opponent of Ramazéan-zade, mentioned to
the Sultan that Ramazan-zade went to Egypt with his own will.* Ignoring the statement of his
grand vizier,"* the Sultan ordered for the arrival of Ramazan-zade to Istanbul and he was
assigned as nisanci for the second time in 1562 (969 Hijri) *>. However, after a while, the author
retired in 1562 (970 Hijri) with a fee of 50.000 Ottoman coins.™

A consensus cannot be reached about the author's date of death. Pecevi Ibrahim Efendi
doesn't give any information about the date of death of Ramazan-zade in his book,*® while the
accepted common view is that Ramazan-za&de died in Cemaziyelevvel (the fifth lunar month-
October 1571) 979 Hijri in his home in Fatih/Istanbul.'® The grave of Ramazan-zade was within
the Emir Buhari Tekkesi burial area outside the Edirnekapi walls in Istanbul, but it was
collapsed due to the belt highway built later.'’

2. Tarih-i Nisanc1 Pasa
2.1. The Name of the Book

As far as it's understood from the copies that were examined, the name of the book_varies.
The book, particularly in some of its copies in Turkey, was named as ““Siyer-i Enbiya-i ‘Izam ve

Ahval-i Hulefa-y: Kirdm ve Mendkib-1 Al-i Osman (lit. The History of Prophets and the

Khaliphas and the Ottoman History)”,*® in some other copies it is named as “Tarih-i
Miintehabii’l-Fehmi’l-akrab (lit. The Distinguished and the most Comprehensible History)”,*

10 A Ozcan, ibid., p. 450; “Ramazan-zade Mehmed is a famous wise person with distinguished features among the
ulema (pundits), he once worked as a bureaucrat, in another time served as the head of secretaries. Afterwards, he
conducted the land registration of the Morea province, due to his success in this task, he was assigned as a divan
member. Afterwards, he was assigned as a provincial treasurer, serving as the Afterwards, he was assigned as the
Arabian-Persian provincial treasurer, and subsequently assigned as a sanjak seigniorate (governor of several cities)
in Egypt.” See. I.Pegevi, ibid. p. 44.

1 “the grandvizier, with his own will”, See. 1. Pecevi, ibid., p. 44.

12 “19noring his grand vizier, Suleiman the Magnificent said: ' It is a-not appropriate to send wise men from our
government to Egypt. What appropriate is to bring such wise and intellectual individuals from Egypt or other
provinces to the capital’, and he ordered transfer of Ramazan-zade from Egypt to Istanbul, assigning him again to
the divan membership.” See. 1. Pegevi, ibid., p. 44.

18y assigned Mehmed, who once conducted the registration of Morea, to the divan membership” See. I.Pecevi, ibid.,
p. 44.

4 In his Osmanli Tarih ve Mﬁverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa, Mehmed Cemaleddin mentioned in such a sentence: “he
retired in 1562 with a fee of 50.000 Ottoman coins,”. See. M.Arslan, ibid., p. 42; And in his Nev‘i-zade Atayi Zeyl-
i Saka’ik he reported: “Instead of Ramazan-zade, who once served as a divan member, he was assigned as divan
member in 970 (Hijri)”. See. S. Donuk, ibid., p. 369.

15 “Afterwards he retired and began to perform his five time prayers in the Sultan Mehmed Mosque. In this while he
died. He wrote a summary history book. This summary history book was distinguished and respected among other
important history books and it became famous”. See. 1. Pegevi, ibid. p. 44.

8A.Ozcan, ibid., p.450; In his Osmanh Tarih ve Miiverrihleri-Ayine-i Zurefa, Mehmed Cemaleddin recorded. “He
died in October nine hundred seventy nine (Hijri). May God rest his soul.”. See. M. Arslan, ibid., p. 42; In his
Kesfli’z-zunln, Katip Celebi introduced him and his book as follows: “The history book of Niganci Ramazén-zade
Muhammad: This personage died in nine hundred seventy nine (979 H) and this book is Turkish, it is short.”. See.
Rusti Balei, Kesfii z-Zuniin, An Esdmi’l-Kiitiibi ve’l-FUnOn (Clearing the air About the Names of Book and
Sciences), Volume I, Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay., Istanbul 2007, p. 275.

7' 0.Bayrak, ibid. p. 296.

18 Sijleymaniye Library Ali Emiri Efendi Section Nr. 00585.

19 Silleymaniye Library Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02172, Siileymaniye Library Haci Mahmud Efendi Section Nr.
04857, France, Bibliotheque nationale de France Nr. Turco 96, University of Toronto Library Nr. Dr.481/M.1873.
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while in some others as “Tevarih-i Nisani (lit. The History of Nisanct), Siyer-i Enbiya-i ‘Izam ve
Hiilafa-i Kiram (lit. The History of Prophets and Khalifas), Mendkib-1 Seldtin Al-i Osman ve
Gazevat-1 Hayrdtii'l-isan (lit. The History of the Ottoman State Warfare and History of
Charities)”,® and in other copies it was named as “Miintehabii’l-Fehmi’l-akrab (lit. The
Distinguished and the most Comprehensible History), Siyer-i Enbiya-i ‘Izam ve Hiilafd-i Kiram
(lit. The History of Prophets and the Khaliphas), Mendkib-1 Seldtin Al-i Osman ve Gazevat i
Hayrat-isdn (lit. The History of the Ottoman State Warfare and History of Charities), Tevarih-i
Sdhdn-1 Pigin ve Miilik-1 Mukaddimin (lit. The Distinguished and the most Comprehensible
History and Introduction to the History of Other States).?! In its copies found in international
collections, it is named generally as “Tarth-i Nisdnct Pasa(lit. The History of Nisanci Pasha)”.
The most important factor in this issue is the fact that the author had been assigned as a nisanci
for several times. Only the copies in the National Library of Cairo/Egypt are named as
“Subhati’l-Ahyar (lit. Rosary of the Charities)”. The name of the book in this study was
accepted as Tarih-i Niganci Pasa. The main motive behind this acceptance is that this book has
gained recognition with this name.

2.2. Publication Reason and Date of the Book

Ramazéan-zade was contended with explaining the motive behind writing this book in
general statements including the reasons within the introduction section. According to him,
there were three main factors in writing this book. The first factor was that Suleiman the
Magnificent attached importance to science and knowledge and supported scientists?. It was
also effective for the author in writing this book that Suleiman the Magnificent believed in that
investigating and making research on history for learning and analyzing the lives of previous
sultans was a necessity?>. Moreover, the author accepted it as a principle for himself that
Suleiman the Magnificent believed in that it was only possible to maintain the existing fame
with the knowledge in history?*.

As the second factor, it can be accepted that he was assigned as a nisanci by the Suleiman
the Magnificent and his intention to write with a distinguished style, as he was good at repartee
during his employment.

The third factor was the intention of the author to write important achievements of
previous periods. Additionally, he believed that transferring the events and characteristics of the
past communitites to the future was only possible by writing.?®

It was mentioned before that the Tarih-i Nisadnci Pasa was written as a summary.
Ramazan-zade listed the reasons to write in this style as simply preserving, and to tell without
being boring and causing tiredness.”’ It can even be mentioned that he wrote the book as a
handbook owing to these reasons.

Although the author doesn't provide any information concerning the style he used in the
book, it is possible to observe clues. In fact, these are among the clues mentioned in the book
that it took a long time to publish, it was tiring, and it was written due to getting bored of
particularly his environment and events. %

2 Siileymaniye Library Ali Emiri Efendi Section Nr. 00585, Siileymaniye Library Haci Mahmud Efendi Section Nr.
04822, France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turco 96, University of Toronto Library Nr. Dr.481/M.1873.

2! Sijleymaniye Library Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02186.

22 Ramazan-zade, Tarth-i Nisdnct Pasa, Ms.or.fol 4153, Vr. 32,

28 Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 32,

2% Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 32,

%% Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 32,

%6 Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 2°,

2" Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 3.

28 Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 3.
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Although Ramazén-zade mentioned with explanations the motive behind writing the
book, he didn't give any information concerning its date of publication. In the studies conducted
on resources and archives, no information was reached concerning the date of publication.
Therefore, the issue was attempted to be clarified by discussing two assumptions concerning the
date of its publication. Based on his remarks® that emphasize being "good at repartee” in order
to represent the nisinci position in the best manner, the first assumption is the thought that
Ramazéan-zade wrote this book during his first assignment between 1557-1558 (965 Hijri). The
second assumption, based on again his remarks®, is that he mentioned that it took too much
time to publish this book and it was tiring, from this point forth, he probably wanted to serve as
a niganci. Therefore, it can be thought that this book was probably written before the years
1557-1558.

There is no information not only about the publication date of the book, but also about the
date of its completion, neither in the book nor in other sources. However, an interpretation can
be made under the light of existing information. Firstly, the death date of Ramazén-zade is
known as 1571 (979 Hijri). The first known copy of the book was dated as 1568 (976 Hijri).
Suleiman the Magnificent died in 1566. Ramazan-z&de wished a long life for the sultan in the
epilogue of the book with a prayer-like statement "May our Sultan be everlasting in his blessed
throne and with his loyal servants in the caliphate position™*!. All of these pieces of information
support the idea that the author completed the book before the death of Suleiman the
Magnificent.

2.3. The Content of the Book

Besides the tradition of writing Tevarih-i Al-i Osmans (lit.The History of the Ottoman
Dynasties), which were started to be used since the reign of the Sultan Murat Il, there are
numerous books which were compiled as general history. Although the general history books
have almost the same content in the general sense, there are differences in the presentation
styles of their contents. While some of the general history pieces present their contents in a
more detailed style, some others prefer to present their contents rather in a summary-extract
style in a chronological manner. Similarly, Tarih-i Nisanc1 Pasa of Ramazin-zade was a
summary general history, which was written in a chronological manner.

According to the information obtained from the Tarih-i Nisanc1 Pasa copies, which have
the preface part, the book was committed to the paper within a certain classification and
program. Within the framework of the developed plan, and as is understood from the content,
the book is comprised of an introduction, four chapters, and an epilogue.

In the introduction chapter, praises and thanks were offered to the God and prayers were
made for the prophets. The importance of knowledge was touched upon, discussing the
necessity to build artifacts in order to draw lessons from the past experiences. The points taken
into consideration and the reasons of its publication were mentioned in general statements. In
addition to this, the sources used in writing the book were mentioned briefly.*

The first chapter, titled as “Tevarih-i Mesdhir-i Enbiya-i ‘Izam (lit. The History of the

Grand and Famous Prophets) is the history of the prophets starting from the Prophet Adam
until the Prophet Muhammad. The most remarkable point in this chapter is that general

2 “This book, which was created during the nigénc1 task of the sultan and benefited from previous history books, was
written to be repartee in answering questions and to respond in an outstanding and favorable way.” See. Ramazan-
zade, ibid., Vr. 3.

% “Too much time was spent and it was tiresome to write all chapters of the book from the beginning to the end.

Therefore, it was avoided from being wordy. It was because telling the events in a wordy way tires people and

renders them weak. Therefore, the book was written as a summary.” See.Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 3z,

“May God render eternal the sultanate and caliphate position of the Sultan and prolong his life” See. Ramazan-
zade, ibid., Vr. 124¢b,

32 Ramazan-zade, ibid., \/r. 1b>-3b,

31
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information was given about the prophets without entering into details.** Moreover, the author
narrated anecdotes about the prophets as a summary. Additionally, he discussed the professions
of each prophet within compendiums.*

In the second chapter, under the title “Viladet-i b&-Sa ‘ddet-i Hazret-i Muharrem-i Harem
I1-ma ‘Allah (lit.Prophet Muhammad, who was born in the blissed Muharram month)”, initially
general information was given about the Era of Bliss (lit. The time period under the reign of the
Prophet Muhammad). Afterwards, pieces of genealogical information were given such as date
of birth, death, and the duration of the reigns of the Rashidun Khalifas, and the emperors of the
Umayyads, Abbasids, Fatimid Empire, Ayyubids, Mamelukes, and Circassian states. Moreover,
even with simple sentences, the most notable personalities of each period, their works, and
important aspects were touched on. *

The most important and the most voluminous part of the book is the third chapter. This
chapter, titled as "Menakib-1 Seldtin-i Al-i ‘Osmdn ve Gazevat ii Hayrdt-isan. Takdim-i Zikr-i
Ensab ve Takhim-i Emri’n-Nesab (lit. The History of the Ottoman State Warfare and History of
Charities Introduction and explanation of lineages and families)", was allocated for the
Ottomans, and majority of this chapter was comprised of the era of the Suleiman the
Magnificent. Since the book was written as a summary-extract, in the Ottoman History chapter,
the dates of birth and death, children, grand viziers, holy wars, charities and benefactions of
each sultan were briefly mentioned, including the ulema (lit.pundits), sheiks, statesmen, and
their works. This chapter was ended with the political murder of Bayezid, the son of Suleiman
the Magnificent, in Kazvin. *

In the epilogue part, it was mentioned that the author was grateful to the Suleiman the
Magnificent owing to his good and beneficent deeds, praying and making a wish for him to live
long.*’

The last chapter of the book, under the title “Tevarih-i Sdhdn-1 Pisin Ve Miiliik-1
Mukaddimin. (lit. The Distinguished and the most Comprehensible History and Introduction to
the History of Other States ). Elkab-1 Seldtin-i ‘Ali-Cenadb ( lit.The nicknames of grand
sultans)™, the author gave small pieces of information about Kaiser, Kisra, Keyani, Eskani,
Sassanids, Ptolemies, Greeks, and Roman Empire, which we can name as other states. These
pieces of information were generally genealogical and chronological listings.

2.4. Copies of the Book

There are seventy-six domestic and forty international manuscript copies of Tarih-i
Nisanci Pasa that could survive until today. However, it cannot be mentioned that these are the
final figures.

It is possible to examine the copies of the book after classifying them into three groups.
The first group is comprised of the copies that have the "preface parts".* In the copies in this

33 Ramazan-zade, ibid. Vr. 3v- 15¢,

34 Bk. Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 162, Vr. 16

% Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 142-40¢.

% Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 412-122b,

%7 Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 122b-126s.

% Ramazan-zade, ibid., Vr. 1262-134b,

3 France, Bibliotheque nationale de France Nr. Turco 96, University of Toronto Library Nr. Dr.481/M.1873, SL. Ali
Emiri Section Nr. 01011, SL. Celebi Abdulldh Section Nr. 00242, SL. Esad Efendi Section Nr. 01803-005, SL.
Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02172, SL. Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02185, SL. Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02186, SL. Haci
Mahmud Efendi Section Nr. 04857, SL. Halet Efendi Section Nr. 00036/008, SL. Murad Molla (M. Arif Efendi)
Section Nr. 00184, SL. Nuru Osmaniye Section Nr. 03159, SL. Pertevniyal Section Nr. 00835/002, SL. Resid
Efendi Section Nr. 00617, SL. Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00634, TPM. Bagdat Section Nr. B.195, TPM. Medine
Section Nr. M.526, TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1128, TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1130, TPM. Revan Section Nr.
R.1132, SHML. Nr. 497, Kastamonu City Public Library Nr. 37 Hk. 2364/1 ], Kastamonu City Public Library Nr.
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groups, there is a 16-line long content including the name and the chapters of the book. In
addition to this, it is also mentioned that the book is written by the author benefiting from the
previous books. Afterwards, stating that the advices of smart elderly are written enough, thus,
the beneficial pieces of information are gathered in this book. As the evaluation of the
information given in this content, it was considered that this part should be the preface, which is
used as a criterion in the classification. The second group is comprised of the copies that "do not
have preface part".“” The majority of the copies are in this group. The third group is comprised
of copies with "addendums".** In the copies of this group, after the fourth chapter that
mentioned about the other states, the campaigns of the era of Suleiman the Magnificent were
written under the title "The Fourteenth Campaign®, which particularly mentioned about the
developments during and after the Szigetvar campaign, the demise of Suleiman the Magnificent,
and accession of the Selim Il to the throne. Through the examined copies, and based on the fact
that, after the "Fourteenth Campaign" content, the language and expression were differentiated
and systematical writing was disrupted, it was considered that this part was the addendum.
Therefore, a third group was created as copies with addendums.

2.4.1. Copies Found in International Collections
The copies found in the libraries abroad are as follows:

Collection that Contains the Copy Archive Number Copy Date Hijri/A.D.
USA Harvard University Houghton Library Nr. Ms. Turk. 8. ?

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turco 100. 996 / 1587

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 1131. 1090 /1679

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 191. 1057 / 1647

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France Nr. Turc 1319. 1073 /1662

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turco 95. 1041 /1631

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turco 96. 982 /1574

37 Hk 1962, Diyarbakir City Public Library Nr. 845, Izmir National Library Nr. 928, IBL. Nr. 5268 / 38, IBL.
Veliyuddin Section Nr. 2403, Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.45, Ankara National Library Nr.06 Mil
Yz. 3035/1, Ankara National Library Nr.06 Mil Yz. 3164, Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.3261, Bursa
Inebey Manuscript Library Nr. HO.1085., Ankara Turkish Historical Society Library, Nr. Y / 0079-1.

40 Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Ms.or.fol.4153, Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.or.oct.3369, France,
Bibliotheque nationale de France, Nr. Turco 100, France, Bibliotheque nationale de France Nr. Turc 1131, USA
Harvard University Houghton Library Nr. Ms.Turk. 8, SL. Ali Emiri Efendi Section Nr. 00584, SL, Ali Emiri
Efendi Section Nr. 00585, SL. Asir Efendi Section Nr. 00238, SL. Ayasofya Section Nr. 03021, SL. Esad Efendi
Section Nr. 02175 / 004, SL. Efendi Section Nr. 02184, SL. Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02362/007, SL. Fatih Section
Nr. 04234, SL. Fazil Ahmet Pasa Section Nr. 01585, SL. Hac1 Besir Aga Section Nr. 00459, SL. Hact Mahmud
Efendi Section Nr. 04822, SL. Halet Efendi Section Nr. 00618, SL. Hiisrev Pasa Section Nr. 00327, SL. Hiisrev
Pasa Section Nr. 00356, SL. Kilig Ali Pasa Section Nr. 00780, SL. Laleli Section Nr. 02012, SL. Laleli Section Nr.
03647/014, SL. Nuru Osmaniye Section Nr. 03131, SL. Reisiilkiittab Section Nr. 00619, SL. Resid Efendi Section
Nr. 00618, SL. Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00677, SL. Terciiman Section Nr. 00115, TPM. Bagdat Section Nr. B.194,
R TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1127, TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1129, TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1131, TPM.
Revan Section Nr. R.1133, SHML Nr. 476, SHML Nr. 496, Konya-iZK. Nr. 13384, Konya-Karatay YAK. Nr. 474
/ 1, Istanbul-YKSCC. Nr. 1070, IMML. Atatiirk Library Nr. K.1063, IMML. Atatiirk Library Nr. K.1189, Ankara
National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.965, Ankara National Library Nr.06 Mil Yz. 3202, Ankara National Library Nr.
06 Mil Yz. A.8119, Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. B.901, Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Hk 469/1,
Amasya Bayezid City Public Library Nr.05 Ba 1628, Bursa Inebey Manuscript Library Nr. HO.1072, Bursa Inebey
Manuscript Library Nr. GE.4959, Bursa Inebey Manuscript Library Nr. OR.1005., Ankara Turkish Historical
Society Library, Nr. Y / 0323.

4 Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.or.oct.3369, SL. Ali Emiri Efendi Section Nr. 00584, SL. Ali Emiri
Efendi Section Nr. 00585, SL. Asir Efendi Section Nr. 00238, SL. Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02175 / 004, SL. Esad
Efendi Section Nr. 02362/007, SL. Fatih Section Nr. 04234, SL. Hac1 Besir Aga Section Nr. 00459, SL. Hact
Mahmud Efendi Section Nr. 04822, SL. Halet Efendi Section Nr. 00618, SL. Reistlkittab Section Nr. 00619, SL.
Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00617, SL. Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00634, SL. Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00677, TPM.
Bagdat Section Nr. B.194, TPM. Revan Section Nr. R.1128, SHML. Nr. 476, SHML. Nr. 497, Konya-Karatay
YAK. Nr. 474/1, Istanbul-YKSCC. Nr. 1070, IBL. Veliyiiddiin Efendi Nr. 2403, Ankara National Library Nr. 06
Mil Yz. A.965, Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.8119, Bursa inebey Manuscript Library Nr. HO.1085,
Bursa inebey Manuscript Library Nr. OR.1005, Ankara Turkish Historical Society Library, Nr. Y / 0079-1.
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Egypt, Cairo National Library,

France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 493. ?
France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 734. ?
France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 1562. ?
France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 520. ?
France, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Nr. Turc 496. ?
Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Ms.or.fol.4153 976 / 1568
Germany Staatshibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.or.oct.3369. 1001/1592
Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Hs.Or.orct.876. ?
Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.Or.oct.1943. 1030/ 1620
Germany Staatshibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Hs.Or.oct.877. ?
Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.Or.quart.1482. ?
Germany Staatshibliothek, Berlin, Nr. Ms.or.fol.3332. ?
Germany Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Nr.Ms.Or.oct.985. ?
Austria Duchy Library Gotha Collection, pt.216.Seetzen Nr. 8. ?
Spain, Madrid Biblioteca Nacional de Espana, Nr. B.N.M. 12198. ?
Poland, Biblioteka Uniwersytetu | Nr. M.1528. 978 /1570
Wroclawskiego,
Britain, British Library, Nr. Sloane 7871/1. ?
Britain, British Library, Nr. Or.7290. ?
Britain, British Library, Nr. Or.1130/1. 1118 /1707
Britain, British Library, Nr. Or.9865. ?
Russia, Moscow Akademia Navk Naradov Azii | Nr. C.828. ?
Enst.
Russia, Moscow Akademia Navk Naradov Azii | Nr. B.727. ?
Enst.
Russia, Moscow Akademia Navk Naradov Azii | Nr. B.754. ?
Enst.
Russia, Moscow Akademia Navk Naradov Azii | Nr. B.714. ?
Enst.
Vatican / Vatican Library. Nr. 27. ?
Vatican / Vatican Library, Nr.Vat.Turco 61. 984 / 1576
Egypt, Cairo National Library Nr. Tarih-i Tirki Halil Aga | ?

30.
Egypt, Cairo National Library, Nr. Tarih-i Trki Talat 105. 999 /1590
Egypt, Cairo National Library, Nr. Tarih-i TUrki Talat 108. 1003 / 1594
Egypt, Cairo National Library, Nr. M. Tarih-i Tlrki 222, ?
Egypt, Cairo National Library, Nr. Tarih-i Turki Kula 37. ?
Egypt, Cairo National Library, Nr. Tarih-i Turki Talat 198. ?

Nr.Tarih-i Turki Talat 138. ?

2.4.2. Copies Found in Domestic Collections

The copies found in the domestic libraries are as follows:

Collection that Contains the Copy

Archive Number

Copy Date Hijri/A.D.
?

Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section,

Siileymaniye Library, Ali Emiri Efendi Section, | Nr. 00584.
Siileymaniye Library, Ali Emiri Efendi Section Nr. 00585. ?
Sileymaniye Library, Ali Emiri Section, Nr. 01011. 1031/1621
Siileymaniye Library, Asir Efendi Section, Nr. 00238. 1132/ 1719
Siileymaniye Library, Ayasofya Section, Nr. 03021. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Celebi Abdullah Section, Nr. 00242, ?
Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section, Nr. 01803-005. 1052 / 1642
Sileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02172 ?
Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02175 /004 1023 /1614
Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section, Nr. 02184. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section Nr. 02185 1127 /1715
Siileymaniye Library, Esad Efendi Section, Nr. 02186. 986 / 1578
Nr. 02362 / 007. ?
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Siileymaniye Library, Fatih Section, Nr. 04234. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Fazil Ahmet Pasa Section, | Nr. 01585. 1000/ 1591
Siileymaniye Library, Haci Besir Aga Section Nr. 00459 981H/ 1573
Siileymaniye Library, Haci Mahmud Efendi | Nr. 04822 1018 /1609
Section

Siileymaniye Library, Haci Mahmud Efendi | Nr. 04857. 1009 / 1600
Section

Siileymaniye Library, Halet Efendi Section, Nr. 00618. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Halet Efendi Section, Nr. 00036 / 008. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Hiisrev Paga Section, Nr. 00327. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Hiisrev Paga Section, Nr. 00356. 1001/ 1602
Siileymaniye Library, Kilic Ali Pasa Section, Nr. 00780. 1020/1611
Siileymaniye Library, Laleli Section, Nr. 02012, ?
Siileymaniye Library, Laleli Section, Nr. 03647 / 014. ?
Suleymaniye Library, Murad Molla (M.Arif | Nr. 00184. 994 /1585
Efendi) Section,

Siileymaniye Library, Nuru Osmaniye Section, Nr. 03131. 980 /1572
Siileymaniye Library, Nuru Osmaniye Section, Nr. 03159. 1100/ 1689
Suleymaniye Library, Pertevniyal Section, Nr. 00835 / 002. 1140/1728
Siileymaniye Library, Reisllkittab Section Nr. 00619. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Resid Efendi Section Nr. 00617 ?
Siileymaniye Library, Regid Efendi Section, Nr. 00618. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Resid Efendi Section, Nr. 00634. ?
Siileymaniye Library, Resid Efendi Section, Nr. 00677. 980/ 1572
Siileymaniye Library, Tercliman Section, Nr. 00115 ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Bagdat Section, Nr. B.194. ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Bagdat Section, Nr. B.195. ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Medine Section, Nr. M.526. ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1127. 1002 / 1593
Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1128. 1002 / 1593
Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1129. 114411732
Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1130. ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1131. ?

Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1132. 997 / 1588
Topkap1 Palace Museum, Revan Section, Nr. R.1133. ?

Sadberk Hanim Museum Collection, Nr. 476. ?

Sadberk Hanim Museum Collection, Nr. 496. ?

Sadberk Hanim Museum Collection, Nr. 497. ?

Konya - Izzet Koyunoglu Library, Nr. 13383. 995 /1586
Konya - izzet Koyunoglu Library, Nr. 13384. 1029 /1619
Konya-Karatay Yusuf Aga Library, Nr. 474/ 1. ?
Kastamonu City Public Library , Nr. 37 Hk. 2364 /1. 1031/1621
Kastamonu City Public Library, Nr. 37 Hk 1962. 993 /1584
Diyarbakir City Public Library, Nr. 845. 1072/ 1660
Izmir National Library, Nr. 928. ?
Istanbul-Yap1 Kredi Sermet Cifter Collection, Nr. 1070 ?

Istanbul Bayezid Library, Nr. 5268 / 38. 991 /1583
Istanbul Bayezid Library, Veliyiiddiin Efendi | Nr. 2403. 1133/1720
Section,

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Library, | Nr. K.1063. ?

Ataturk Library,

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Library, | Nr. K.1189. ?

Ataturk Library,

Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.45. 1048 / 1638
Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.965. 1042 /1632
Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. 3035/ 1. ?

Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. 3164. ?
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Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. 3202. ?

Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.3261. 1001 /1592
Ankara National Library Nr. 06 Mil Yz. A.8119. 1060 / 1650
Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Mil Yz. B.901. ?

Ankara National Library, Nr. 06 Hk 469/1. ?

Amasya Bayezid City Public Library, Nr.05 Ba 1628. ?

Bursa Inebey Manuscript Library, Nr. HO.1072. ?

Bursa inebey Manuscript Library, Nr. HO.1085. ?

Bursa inebey Manuscript Library, Nr. GE.4959. ?

Bursa Inebey Manuscript Library, Nr. OR.1005. 1006 / 1597
Ankara Turkish Historical Society Library, Nr. Y /0079-1. ?

Ankara Turkish Historical Society Library, Nr. Y /0323. ?

2.4.3. Printed Copies

Collection that Contains the Copy Archive Number Copy Date Hijri/A.D.
University of Toronto Library, Dr.481/M.1862. 1279 /1862
University of Toronto Library, Nr. Dr.481/M.1873. 1290/ 1873

Conclusion

Known with the epithet Ramazan-zade, Nisanc1t Mehmed Pasa, who was a statesman and
a historian of the 16™ century, wrote a book known with his own name and written as a piece of
summary general history. Tarth-i Nisdnc1 Pasa was written as a summary in order for giving
answers to questions simply, and preserving the pieces of information easily. In the first chapter,
where the history of the prophets were told, the anecdotes of the prophets were mentioned and
the information about time intervals among all of the prophets was given in years. While the era
of the Prophet Muhammad was mentioned in a chronological manner, the (first) four khalifas
were recorded grounding on their bloodlines and mentioning about how they were called, dates
of birth and death, their caliphate durations, their lifetimes, and their important contributions.
The chapter that mentioned about the Umayyad, Abbasid, Fatimid, Ayyubid, Mameluke, and
Circassian states, was completely comprised of genealogical pieces of information. The third
chapter discussed the events starting from the foundation of the Ottoman State until the political
murder of Bayezid, the son of Suleiman the Magnificent, in Kazvin. The charities and
benefactions of each sultan, though brief, the biographies of high state officials, ulema
(pundits), and sheiks were given. This chapter is the most voluminous part of the book. In this
part, it is particularly obvious that Ramazén-zade used a more systematical narration after the
era of the Bayezid Il. Adding a partial elaborateness to this systematic narration after the era of
Suleiman the Magnificent, the book became more systematical in later parts. In the fourth
chapter, the pieces of information were mentioned about the durations of the reigns, total
lifetimes, genealogical information, activities that are important for the history, and first
implementations of the times of the emperors of Pisdadi, Keyani, Eskani, and Sassanids.

Together with the newly discovered copies, there are 76 copies of this book in domestic
collections and 40 in international collections. The high number of its copies is a demonstration
of the fact that this book was quite popular in its time. In this respect, this book can be
compared to today's easy-to-understand popular history books, which are written through short
questions and answers in an attempt to be read by large masses. Additionally, this excessive
number of copies is an indicator of that Tarth-i Nisanc1 Pasa had been transfromed into a hand
book or a pocket book. However, this fact not only prevents us from reaching to the original
manuscript but also includes some negative influences such as distancing from its original
version.

In this study, firstly, certain pieces of information were presented about the life of
Ramazén-zade and general information was given about the publication reason and content of
the book named Tarih-i Nisanci1 Pasa. Subsequently, detailed introduction and description were
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made about the locations of the collections, archive numbers, and copying dates of the 116
copies determined in domestic and international libraries. By means of introduction and
description activity, it was attempted to contribute to the reorganizing of the cataloging of the
copies in the domestic and international libraries. In addition to that, with the detection,
introduction and description of the copies, whose number is high, the disorganization of the
copies is attempted to be eliminated to some extent. This study was put at the disposal of the
history researchers with the author-book introduction and identification.
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