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TURKOLOJiYE ADANMIS BiR OMUR: PROF. DR. EKREM CAUSEVIiC
A Life Dedicated to Turkology: Prof. Ekrem Causevié, Ph.D.
Azra ABADZIC NAVAEY®, Alena CATOVIC**

Zagreb Universitesi Felsefe Fakiiltesi
Turkoloji Kursus profesorii ve diinyanin en
tnlii Tirkologlarindan biri  olan  Ekrem
Causevié, Tiirk dili ve kiiltiirii alaninda yaptig1
caligmalarla akademik ¢evrelerde biiyiik yanki
uyandiran bir bilim insamidir. Bosna Hersek'in
Bihag sehrine baglh Brekovica'da 1952 yilinda
dogmustur. Biha¢ Lisesini bitirdikten sonra
Saraybosna Universitesi Ortadogu Dilleri
Boluminden (Arapga, Tlrkge ve Farsca) 1974
yilinda mezun olmustur. Ayni tiniversitede
yuksek lisans (1982) ve doktora (1986)
tezlerini savunmustur. Istanbul Universitesi
(1978-1979), Ankara Universitesi (1986),
Viyana, Budapeste ve Sofya gibi ¢esitli
Tirkoloji arastirma merkezlerinde bilimsel
caligmalarimi siirdiirmiistiir. Alexander Von
Humboldt vakfinin burslusu olarak 1992-1993
ve 2000-2001 akademik yillarinda Géttingen
Universitesinde (Almanya) konuk arastirmact
olmustur. Egitimci ve bilim insani kariyerini
baslattign  Saraybosna Universitesi Ortadogu

Dilleri Bolumi ve Tirkoloji  Kirsisii
baskanligini  1984-1992  yillar1  arasinda
yuritmiistiir.

* (Dr.), Zagreb Universitesi, Felsefe

Fakiiltesi,

Ekrem Causevié, full professor at the
Department of Turkology, Hungarology and
Judaic Studies at the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, is one of
the most prominent turkologists in the world
and a scientist who has greatly contributed to
the academic community with valuable insights
into the Turkish language and culture. He was
born in Brekovica near Biha¢ in 1952 in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. After finishing Biha¢ High
School, he started his studies in Oriental
Philology (Turkish, Arabic and Persian
Language and Literature) at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of
Sarajevo, graduating in 1974. He obtained his
Masters degree at the same faculty in 1982 and
his Ph.D in 1986 with a thesis on the evolution
of forms of future tenses in Turkic languages.
He has done postdoctoral studies at the
universities in Istanbul (1978-1979), Ankara
(1986), Vienna, Budapest and Sofia. In the
academic years of 1992-1993 and 2000-2001
he was a visiting researcher under the
Foundation  Alexander von  Humboldt
scholarship at the University of Goéttingen
(Germany). From 1984 to 1992 he was the head
of the Chair of Turkology and the head of the
Department of Oriental Studies at the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences in Sarajevo,
where he had started a very successful teaching
and scientific career.
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Ekrem  CauSevi¢, Bosna Savasi
sirasinda Almanya’da bilimsel arastirmalar
yapmistir. A. Von Humboldt Vakfi tarafindan

verilen burs siresi bitiminde Zagrebli
meslektasi ve tarih¢i Prof. Dr. Nenad
Maocanin’in daveti iizerine Zagreb

Universitesinde Turkoloji  Kiirsiisii  kurma
amaciyla Hirvatistan’a gelmistir. 1994-1995
yillarinda yaptig1 ¢aligmalar ve gosterdigi
cabalar akademik c¢evre tarafindan sicak
karsilanmis ve Profesor Causevi¢’in onerdigi
program ve gorisler dogrultusunda Zagreb
Felsefe  Fakiiltesinde Turkoloji  Kirsisi
kurulmustur. 1994 yilindan bu yana Causevi¢
birkag defa bolim Dbagkanligi gorevini
iistlenmis olup hald ayni boélimde profesor
olarak c¢aligmaktadir. Zagreb’deki yogun
calismalarma ragmen Saraybosna Tirkoloji
Kiirsiisiinden kopmamis; 1995 yilindan beri
orada da konuk Ogretim iiyesi olarak
caligmalarimi slirdiirmiistiir.

Zagreb Tiirkoloji Kiirsiisiiniin kurulusu
ve gelismesinde Causevié’in katkilar1 gok
blydktar. Turkoloji Kirstsunin lisans plan ve
programini olusturmus, yillarca konuk 6gretim
tyelerinin ders vermeleri ve yerel kadronun
gelistirilmesiyle yakindan ilgilenmistir. Zagreb
Felsefe Fakiltesi kitlphanesinin Tirkoloji
boliimiiniin ~ zenginlestirilmesi  hususundaki
kisisel cabalarinin sonucu olarak Tiirkoloji
kitaplig1 bugiin binlerce bilimsel esere ev

sahipligi yapmaktadir. Ekrem Causevié,
yaptigi  bircok  etkinligin  yam1  sira
kurulusundan  beri  Zagreb  Tiirkolojisi

Kiirsiistinde bir¢ok ders vermektedir. Verdigi
dersler arasinda Cagdas Tiirk¢e, Osmanlica,
Tiirkolojiye Giris, Tiirk Halklari ve Dilleri
Tarihi yer almaktadir. Olaganiistii bilgisi ve
sevki sayesinde Ogrencilerinin Tiirkolojiye
olan ilgi ve sevgisini her zaman canli tutmay1
bilmistir. Pek c¢ok defa diger boliimlerde
okuyan ogrencilerin Caugevié’in derslerine
gelerek onun hevesi ve bilgisinden etkilenip
boliim degistirdikleri ve Tiirkoloji Kiirsiisiine
kaydolduklar vakidir.

The war years found him in Germany
where he was pursuing his postdoctoral studies.
After the expiration of the scholarship by the A.
Von Humboldt Foundation, he came to Croatia
at the invitation of a colleague historian,
Professor Nenad Maocanin, to establish a new
university program of Turkology. The initiative
had an excellent reception in the academic
community and in 1994/1995, based on the
program and concept of Professor Causevi¢, the
Chair of Turkology was founded at the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb.
Since its founding in 1994, Causevi¢ has
repeatedly served as the head of the
Department, where he is currently working as a
full professor. The change of working
environment did not mean the end of the
cooperation with the Sarajevo's Department of
Oriental Studies, where he was engaged as a
visiting professor from 1995 until 2011.

It is difficult to overvalue Professor
Causevic's contribution to the founding and the
development of the Turkology Department in
Zagreb. In addition to developing the study and
establishing all the study plans and programs,
he has been continuously establishing
collaborations ~ with ~ numerous  external
associates who took part in teaching, thus
taking care of the staff development of the
Department. He paid special attention to the
enrichment of the fund of the Turkology
Library at the Faculty of Humanities in Zagreb,
which has grown into a rich collection of
several thousand professional and scientific
works. In addition to numerous professional
and organizational engagements, Ekrem
Causevi¢ regularly holds classes in most
subjects at the Turkology Department in Zagreb
from the very beginning of this study program,
such as Contemporary Turkish Language,
Ottoman Language, An Introduction to the
Study of Turkology and The History of Turkish
Peoples and Languages. A great erudition,
expertise, and an extraordinary lecturing ardour
with which he engages the students in a
particular topic in Turkology is the main reason
for the high motivation of students for his
lectures and the study of Turkology in general.
It happened more than once that students from
other departments, after attending several
lectures by Professor Causevi¢, drawn by his
enthusiasm and knowledge decided to change
their study group and take up studies in
Turkology.
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Ekrem  CauSevié, basarili  egitim
kariyerinin yami sira bilim alaninda O6nemli
basarilara imza atmistir. Bilimde ilgi alan1 ¢ok
genis olup Tiirk¢enin Grameri (6zellikle soz
dizimi), Tirkge-Hirvatga karsilastirmali
incelemeleri, Osmanli dénemi Bosna-Hersek’te
Latin alfabesiyle yazilmis Tiirk¢e metinler ve
Osmanli dénemi Bosna-Hersek kiltir tarihi
(18.-19. yy.) gibi konular o6zellikle dikkatini
¢ekmistir. Ekrem Causevi¢’in farkli uluslararasi
hakemli dergilerde yayimladigi 120’den fazla
bilimsel makalesi, Tiirkoloji diinyasinda biiyiik
yankilar uyandirmistir. Yazdigr Cagdas Tiirk
Dili Grameri (Hrvatska sveucilisna naklada,
Zagreb, 1996) adli kitab1 Avrupa’da yayimlanan
en iyi Tirkce gramerlerinden biri olarak
degerlendirilir. Bu gramer kitabinin kalitesi
Tirkoloji  diinyasinda taninmis ve takdir
kazanmustir. Tirkoloji Okuma Metinleri (Ibis
grafika, Zagreb, 2002) adhi {iniversite ders
kitabinin yazar olup, Zagreb'de diizenlenen 18.
CIEPO Konferans1 Perspectives on Ottoman
Studies: Papers from the 18th CIEPO (LIT
Verlag, Berlin, 2010) adhi bildiri kitabmnin
editorlerinden biridir. Caugevi¢, 2014 yilinda
The Turkish Language in Ottoman Bosnia (The
Isis Press, Istanbul, 2014) adli kitabim
yaymmlamistir. Bu kitap, 19. yiizyill Osmanh
Bosna'sinda Tiirk¢enin varligi ile ilgili yillarca
siiren arastirmalarin sonucu olarak ortaya
¢ikmistir. Ekrem Causevié, adi gegen kitabinda
ilk  defa 19. yiizyll ~ Bosna-Hersek
Frensiskenlerinin ve yabanci diplomatlarin Latin
alfabesiyle  yazdiklar1  Tiirkge  metinlere
dayanarak  Bosna'da  gelisen  Tiirkgenin
ozelliklerini incelemistir. Ote yandan Causevi¢,
Matija Mazurani¢ adli Hirvat yazarin Bosna’ya
Bir Bakis yahut Bir Hirvat Vatandasinmin 1839-
40 Yillart Arasinda o FEyalete Kisa Bir
Yolculugu (Ekrem CauSevi¢, Tatjana Pai¢-
Vukié, Ayla Hafiz Kiigiikusta (ed.), Balkan
Tiirkoloji Arastirmalari Merkezi (BAL-TAM),
Prizren 2011) adli seyahatname hiviyetindeki
mensur eserini de Tiirk¢eye ¢evirmistir. Bu eser,
Avrupali bir seyyahin Osmanli donemi Bosna'si
hakkindaki goriislerini ve izlenimlerini ortaya
koymaktadir. 2018 yilinda Turkce s6z dizimi
tizerine yazdig1 Tiirkcede Yapi, S6z Dizimi ve
Anlam Bilimi Bakimindan Cekimsiz Fiiller adli
kitabi yaymn asamasindadir. Ekrem Causevi¢,
yillarca {izerinde galistii ve ana projesi olan
bliyik  Hirvatga-Tiirkce  Sozligii  bitirme
asamasindadir.

In addition to his successful teaching
career, Ekrem Causevi¢ has achieved remarkable
results as a researcher. His research interests are
very wide and include several areas such as:
grammar of the contemporary Turkish language
(with a special emphasis on Turkish syntax), a
Turkish-Croatian contrastive analysis, Turkish
texts of the Ottoman period written in Latin
script and the cultural history of Ottoman Bosnia
(18-19 C.). He is author of more than 120
research and professional articles published in
home and foreign publications, many of which
are noteworthy in international Turkology
circles. His Grammar of Contemporary Turkish
Language (Hrvatska sveuciliSna naklada, Zagreb,
1996), is certainly one of the best grammars of
Turkish language written in Europe, and is highly
valued and appreciated in the world's Turkology
circles. He is the author of the university
textbook Turkology Reader (lbis grafika, Zagreb,
2002) and is one of the editors of the collection
of works of the 18th CIEPO Conference held in
Zagreb: Perspectives on Ottoman Studies:
Papers from the 18th CIEPO (LIT Verlag,
Berlin, 2010). In 2014, Causevi¢ published the
book The Turkish Language in Ottoman Bosnia
(The Isis Press, Istanbul, 2014), which is the
result of his many years of research in the
characteristics and distribution of Turkish
language in 19th-century Ottoman Bosnhia. It is a
collection of highly valuable articles in which the
author presents pioneering insights into the
Bosnian variant of Turkish language based on the
corpus of texts from the 19th century written in
Latin script, whose authors are Bosnian
Franciscans and several foreign diplomats active
in Bosnia of that time. He also translated and
edited Matija Mazuranic's travelogue A Look at
Bosnia (Bosna'va Bir Bakis yahut Bir Hrvat
Vatandasimin 1839-40 Yillari Arasinda about
Eyalete Kisa Bir Yolculugu, Ekrem Causevié,
Tatjana Paié¢-Vuki¢, Ayla Hafiz Kiiglikusta (ed.),
BAL-TAM, Prizren 2011), an important cultural-
historical source for the study of Croatian views
of 19" century Ottoman Bosnia. In 2018, his
latest book on Turkish syntax will be published
under the title The structure, syntax and
semantics of the infinite forms of the Turkish
language (lbis grafika, Zagreb), and his great
Croatian-Turkish dictionary, a capital project he
has been working on for years is also in the final
stage, one that is eagerly being awaited for.
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Causevié, yurtici ve yurtdisinda birgok
projede baskan ve arastirmaci olarak calismistir.
Onun bilimsel ¢aligmalari diinya ¢apinda takdir
kazanmig, kendisi  birgok  odiille layik
goriilmiistiir. Odiilleri arasinda T.C. Disisleri
Bakanhg Ustiin Hizmet Odiili ve Tirk
Diinyasina Hizmet Odiilii (TURKSAV, 2011) yer
almaktadir. Bir¢ok bilimsel derginin yami sira,
Tiirk Dil Kurumunun da yayin kurulu {iyesidir.

Bilimsel

caligmalarinin
Causevi¢, tarihi ve edebi eserler alaninda ¢ok
basarili bir ¢evirmendir. Hirvatistan'in yeni ¢ag

yani sira

tarih aragtirmalarinda 6nemli bir kaynak
niteligindeki  Temegvarl:  Osman  Aga'nin
Otobiyografisi (Zagreb: Srednja Europa, 2004)
adli eseri Osmanlicadan Hirvatgaya ¢evirmistir.
Nobel o6dilli Tirk yazar Orhan Pamuk'un
romanlarinin ¢evirileriyle genis okur Kkitlesine
ulagmistir. Bu gevirileri, Hirvat okurlari arasinda
cagdas Tiirk edebiyatina biiyilk bir ilgi
uyandirmustir.  Caugevié, ceviri  yaparken
bilgisini meslektaglariyla paylasmak ve ortak
caligmalara imza atmak amaciyla 6grencisi olan
geng cevirmenler de yetistirmistir. 2004 yilinda
(Marta Andri¢ ile beraber) ¢evirdigi Benim Adim
Kirmizi adli roman yillarca Hirvatistan ve
cevresinde en ¢ok okunan kitap olmustur. 2006
yilinda Orhan Pamuk'un Istanbul: Hatiralar ve
Sehir adli kitabimin ¢evirisiyle en iyi ceviri
oduli  Kiklop’a layik goriilmiis, Hirvatistan
Edebi Ceviri Kurumu {iiyesi olmustur. Orhan
Pamuk'un Masumiyet Mizesi (2009, Kerima
Filan ile beraber) ve Kara Kitap (2010, Jana
Busi¢ ve Drazen Babi¢ ile beraber) adli
romanlarini da ¢evirmistir.

As a coordinator and researcher, Professor
Causevi¢ has participated in multiple projects in
Croatia and abroad. His scientific achievements
have been recognized worldwide, as evidenced
by the numerous acknowledgments he had
received for his work. Among others, he received
a medal of the Republic of Turkey for special
contributions to the promotion of science and the
Award of the Turkophonic World for merits in
Turkology (TURKSAV, 2011). He is a member
of editorial board of numerous professional and
scientific journals and a correspondent member
of the Tirk Dil Kurumu in Ankara.

In addition to his research work Caugevi¢ is
a prolific translator of literary and historical
texts. He translated and edited the Autobiography
of Osman Aga of Timisoara (Srednja Europa,
Zagreb, 2004), an important source for the study
of the early Modern period of Croatian history.
However, he is more well-known to the wider
public for his highly appraised translations of
books by the Turkish Nobel prize winner Orhan
Pamuk. These translations were very well
received among Croatian readers and stirred a
great interest in modern Turkish literature in the
public. The desire to cooperate with his
colleagues and share his translation skills
motivated him to include some of his students
and young colleagues in translating, many of
whom are very successful literary translators
today. In 2004 he translated the novel My name
is Red (in collaboration with Marta Andrié),
which became the most widely read book in
Croatia and the wider region for a long time. In
2006 he received the Kiklop Prize for the best
translation of Pamuk's memoir fiction Istanbul:
city, memories, and became a member of the
Society of Croatian Literary Translators. He also
translated Pamuk’'s novels the Museum of
Innocence (2009, in collaboration with Kerima
Filan) and the Black Book (2010, in collaboration
with Jana Busi¢ and Drazen Babi¢).
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Turkolojinin akademik cevrelerde
tanitiminin yani sira, profesor Caugevié¢ verdigi
konferanslar ve soOylesiler sayesinde Tiirkoloji
konularinda genis kitlelerin  de ilgisini
uyandirmistir. Bugiin, kirk yili asan verimli
caligmalar1 ve olaganiistii katkilarindan dolay1
kendisine siikranlarimizi sunar, ¢alismalarinin
devamim dileriz.

TURKDLOSKA CITANKA

R TR U T )

TURK BASININBAN SECMELER

Apart from his exceptional scientific and
research contributions to the academic world,
Professor Causevi¢ is also credited for
popularizing themes in Turkology through
numerous public lectures, appearances in the
media and participation in public debates. Today,
after more than four decades of devoted work in
promoting Turkology as such, we can sincerely
congratulate him on all his achievements and
wish him even more success in the years to
come.
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